
Q3 2025

BULLETIN
September 2025



The government has acted to prevent pensions
being used primarily as inheritance-tax shelters.

What Does This Mean for You?
If you were relying on pensions as your main
inheritance-planning tool, the landscape has
changed. It is now essential to review your estate
plans:

1. Check your exposure – add up your assets,
including pensions, to see if your estate is likely to
exceed the IHT thresholds.
2. Consider how you plan to take your pension
funds – Are annuities now more attractive for you?
Gifting income from your pension, converting
assets you have to investments that are nil rated
for inheritance tax or simply taking out life
insurance to pay the inheritance tax bill. 
3. Review your beneficiaries – your pension may
still pass to them flexibly, but it will now come with
a potential tax cost.
4. Plan ahead – advice and careful structuring can
often reduce the tax bill your family may face.

The Bottom Line
The tax treatment of pensions has changed
dramatically. What was once one of the most IHT-
efficient ways to pass on wealth is now subject to
the same rules as other assets.

Reviewing your plans now is vital to ensure your
family isn’t left with an unnecessary tax bill.
Speaking to us will help you understand the
impact and explore the best options for your
circumstances.

IHT RULES 

Pensions to Become Liable to Inheritance Tax

The government has confirmed that pensions will,
as of April 2027, be brought into scope for
inheritance tax (IHT). For years, pensions have
been one of the most tax-efficient ways of passing
wealth down the generations, sitting outside of the
IHT net. But this special treatment is now coming
to an end.

What Has Changed?
Pensions will now be counted as part of your
estate for IHT purposes.
This means that, when you die, the value of
your pension pot will be added to your other
assets (such as property, savings, and
investments).
Anything above the standard IHT threshold
(£325,000, or up to £500,000 if a home is left
to direct descendants) will be taxed at 40%.

Example: Sarah dies with a £300,000 pension
and a £400,000 home. Under the new rules, her
estate is worth £700,000. After allowances, this
could leave £200,000 exposed to IHT — resulting
in a tax bill of £80,000.

Why Has This Happened?
Inheritance tax receipts have been rising rapidly,
with more families paying the tax each year. At the
same time, the removal of the Lifetime Allowance
in 2024 made it easier for pension pots to grow
very large. 

By Jeff Steninger, Chairman, The Community Foundation Pensions To Be
Subject to IHT



Achieving this goal has been incredibly
fulfilling and has renewed my passion for
learning.”

In fact, Dave jokes that while the firm has
celebrated the youngest person to become a
Chartered Financial Planner, he may now hold
the record for being the oldest to do so!

Dave has also recently passed his SOLLA
accreditation so he can provide even greater
support to clients in later life planning.

"Dave’s story is a fantastic example of lifelong
learning and personal growth — values that sit
at the heart of Strategic Solutions Financial
Services,” said Nathan Harris, Partner &
Chartered Financial Planner at Strategic
Solutions, “We’re incredibly proud of Dave’s
achievements and are excited to see his
continued impact on our clients and our team.

We’re pleased to share that Dave Stone has
officially achieved Chartered Financial Planner
status.

This is a huge milestone in Dave’s career,
which spans over four decades in financial
services. He began back in 1984 with
Gresham Life, became an Independent
Financial Adviser in 1992, and in 2013
embraced Lifestyle Financial Planning — a
move he describes as “game-changing” in
helping clients gain real clarity and confidence
about their financial futures.

Since joining Strategic Solutions in 2022, Dave
has thrown himself into the culture of support,
learning, and professional excellence that
underpins everything we do. Despite already
holding Chartered Insurance Practitioner
status for 25 years, he chose to take on the
challenge of retraining for Chartered status in
Financial Planning — something he admits
wasn’t always straightforward!

As Dave puts it:
“Transitioning from insurance to financial
planning qualifications was not easy, but the
support at SSFS made all the difference. 

“Am I the oldest
adviser to get
Chartered?”



Oly is an incredibly passionate mental health
first aider and speaker who connects brilliantly
with those in attendance. We also continue to
team up with the incredible Andrew Findley, a
motivational resilience speaker and veteran of
some of the world's toughest endurance
challenges, who continues to inspire the
students he speaks to.

Follow us on social media for updates on
some of those we’ve helped and please
spread the word that we would like to help
even more. We encourage everyone to visit
our website, read through the information, and
submit an application. We’d love nothing more
than to continue to grow and reach many more
milestones in the future.

In 2025, the Community Foundation continues
to make a huge difference to a wide variety of
causes, and we’re absolutely delighted to hit
the £250,000 donated milestone, having
helped over 125 charities and organisations to
date. The feedback we receive is absolutely
heartwarming and I’d personally like to thank
everyone involved for their part in the positive
impact made.
 
Of course it’s not why we do it, but it’s also
nice to be recognised nationally for what we
do. We’re proud to announce that we’ve been
shortlisted for the Money Marketing Charity
Champion of the Year 2025 – wish us luck!
 
Looking ahead, following superb feedback
from his first tour with the Community
Foundation, we’re delighted to welcome back
Oly Newton in November when he’ll be touring
schools in Dorset. 

Community
Foundation Update

By Rob Silk



We're pleased to have retained the title of Advice Firm of
the Year – Southwest at the New Model Adviser's
prestigious awards ceremony at the start of the year.
Another great milestone in our company's journey of
success and the first award of the year.

Advice Firm of The Year - Southwest 

We’re delighted to share that we’ve been shortlisted for
several prestigious industry awards this year, recognising
the talent and dedication of our people and teams. These
include:

Young Financial Planner Awards (5 nominations)
MoneyFacts Awards (3 nominations)
Money Marketing Awards (2 nominations)
Women in Financial Advice Awards (2 nominations)

Five of our advisers were also featured in VouchedFor’s Top
Rated Adviser Guide 2025, published in the Telegraph
newspaper earlier this year. 

Adviser Firm of the Year &
Adviser Firm of the Year – South West & Wales

We’re Finalists! 

We were thrilled to be named Adviser Firm of the Year and
Adviser Firm of the Year – South West & Wales at the
Professional Adviser Awards 2025!

Awards &
Achievements 



We’re delighted to welcome Rob Young to the
Strategic Solutions team as an Independent
Financial Adviser.

Rob joins us from a national firm that was
recently consolidated. He was drawn to SSFS
because of our commitment to being truly
independent, as well as the opportunity to be
part of a vibrant team that champions
professionalism, teamwork, and career
development.

At Strategic Solutions, we pride ourselves on
offering both employed and self-employed
advisers the chance to grow their business
while enjoying the freedom, support, and
resources of an award-winning firm. 

Growing Our
Team 

Whether Chartered or non Chartered, we’re
always keen to welcome like-minded
professionals who want to develop their
careers and deliver outstanding client
outcomes.

If you, or someone you know, would like to
explore joining our team, please get in touch
with Nathan Harris: nathan.harris@ssfs.co.uk.

@StrategicSols

SSFSUK

/strategic-solutions-financial-services
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